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With the objective of make a punctual portrait of this representativeness, here, we analyzed, in a very preliminary way, the representativeness of women scientists in the publications on herpetology in the state of Piauí. For this, we analyzed publications (national and international) about all the aspects of herpetology (e.g., community ecology, new species records, species lists and description of new species) carried out in the state of Piauí between 2001 and 2017, through extensive searches on the websites Web of Science (2018), Google Scholar (2018) and specialized journals. We chose the state of Piauí as an empirical universe because it is my state of origin (first author) and herpetology because it is our specialty. In addition, in this case, the state of Piauí represents an important model of study because the number of publications about the herpetology of the state has grown exponentially in the last ten years, through the publication of a considerable number of studies.
We found that there is still a very great inequality in the representation of women in science in the state of Piauí (specifically in herpetology). Although there has been a greater participation of women in the publications on the herpetology in the state of Piauí in recent years, its representativeness is much lower in relation to the number of authors men ( Figure 1 To date, were published 49 articles on herpetology in the state of Piauí, in 21 national and international circulation journals (Table 1) . Of these, 92% (n = 45) of the articles were published by men, being that in 71% (n = 35) of them a man was the principal author. In 71% (n = 35) of articles was composed by women, however, in only 30% (n = 15) of all published articles the women were the first authors. These 15 articles were written by only seven women, one of which published 5 of them. Thus, to date, all research done with the herpetology in the state of Piauí has been concentrated in seven women.
Although there is no difference in the professional quality of these authors (e.g., most have Ph.D.), the number of men and women who composed the articles was quite uneven, in number and composition. In the 49 articles analyzed, the number of times a man's name (n = 127) appeared as the author was significantly greater (p < 0.001) than the number of times a woman's name (n = 64) appeared as the author or co-author. Furthermore, about 27% of the articles (n = 13) were composed exclusively of men, whereas only three articles had exclusively women as authors and coauthors (Table 1) .
This inequality certainly does not result from a difference in the professional capacity of women, but rather of a clear inequality in the labor market insertion, hiring teachers, lower wages, fewer funded and approved projects, and inequality each professional transition stage (Carnaval, 2016) . Currently, the state of Piauí does not have any Postgraduate Program (masters and PhD level) in the area of Zoology or Ecology (Plataforma Sucupira, 2018) . This should be an important factor to consider. Although this work portrays a punctual view of the local reality and of a specific area, being necessary to know how does Piauí compare with other states, and other academic or professional areas, not only in herpetology, this study represents a formidable opportunity to collect, organize, present and discuss important data on academic representation and demonstrates the urgent need to create means and a greater incentive for the participation of women in scientific productivity in the state of Piauí.
